ITEM 8

NORTH YORKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
19 February 2020
Allocations Committee Recommendations

1.0 Purpose of report
1.1 To bring to the attention of Council the outcome of the deliberations of the Allocations
Committee and make recommendations for changes to the allocation of seats on and
appointment to Committees subject to proportional representation.
2.0 Allocations Committee
2.1 The Allocations Committee is made up of the Group Leaders. It met on 14 February
2020 to consider the impact of recent changes to the political make-up of the Council
and what this meant for proportional representation. County Councillors Carl Les,
Stuart Parsons, Geoff Webber and Eric Broadbent attended the meeting.
3.0 Changes since the last meeting of the committee on 4 November 2019
3.1 Since the last meeting of the committee, there have been changes to the political
make-up of the Council. Prior to these changes the basis on which the current
entitlement for seats under proportionality was calculated, looked like this:
Party Council
seats
Conservative 53
NY Independent 7
Labour 4
Liberal 4
Unaffiliated (RH) 1
Unaffiliated (AS) 1
Unaffiliated (MJ-YP) 1
Unaffiliated (AJ) 1
Total 72
3.2 The changes to the political make-up of the Council that have since occurred are as follows:
e The decision of County Councillor Mike Jordan to stop sitting as an unaffiliated
Independent and to join the North Yorkshire Independents group
e The resignation of County Councillor Andrew Backhouse from the Conservative Party and
his decision to join the North Yorkshire Independents group.
3.3 The number of County Councillors by political party is now as below:

Party Council Change
seats
Conservative 52 Lost 1
NY Independent | 9 Gained 2
Labour 4 No change
Liberal 4 No change
Unaffiliated (RH) | 1 No change
Unaffiliated (AS) | 1 No change
Unaffiliated (MJ) | O Lost 1
Unaffiliated (AJ) | 1 No change
Total 72
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The changes outlined above have an impact upon the allocation of seats in Council
Committees under proportionality.

Political balance guidance
The Local Government and Housing Act 1989 introduced a requirement that certain
appointments should be proportionate to the political composition of the Council.

The Council or the Committee must give effect to principles set out in the statutory
provisions. The principles are:

1) All the seats must not be allocated to the same political group.

2) The majority of the seats must be allocated to the political group (if any) that holds
the maijority of seats on the Council.

3) Subjectto 1) and 2), in the case of ordinary committees, the number of seats on
the ordinary committees which are allocated to each political group must bear the
same proportion to the total of all the seats on the ordinary committees as is
borne by the number of members of that group to the membership of the Council.

Please note that “Ordinary Committees” of this Council are: Chief Officer
Appointments and Disciplinary Committee; Employment Appeals Committee; Pension
Fund Committee; Planning and Regulatory Functions Committee; (Transport)
Appeals Committee and Standards Committee.

Scrutiny committees and Audit are not “ordinary committees”.

This means that it is necessary to add up the total number of seats on all the ordinary
committees. If a group represents, for example, three quarters of the membership of
the Council, it is entitled to three quarters of the total number of seats on all ordinary
committees.

This means that on some ordinary committees a group may have more members
than the application of the next principle would justify. It provides an allowance for the
fact that calculating the proportion will not usually lead to whole numbers.

The Council is responsible for deciding on which ordinary committee the balancing
seats should be.

4) Subjectto 1), 2) and 3), the number of seats on any body which are allocated to
each political group must bear the same proportion to the number of all the seats
on that body as is borne by the number of members of that group to the
membership of the Council.

Broadly this means that if a group represents three quarters of the membership of the
Council, it is entitled to three quarters of the seats on the body.

The duty on the Council is to give effect to these principles so far as reasonably
practicable. This recognises that there cannot be an exact application of the rules.

Co-optees are ignored in calculating political balance except for any co-opted
member with voting rights appointed to a committee with education functions under
section 13(5) Local Government and Housing Act 1989 - see section 15 of that Act.



5.0 Analysis
5.1 An analysis of the current allocation of seats suggested that:

Conservatives are over-represented by 1 seat Scrutiny and Audit (54 actual vs 52.72
entitled)

Conservatives are under-represented by 1 seat on Ordinary Committees (28 actual vs.
28.89 entitled)

NY Independents are under-represented by 2 seats on Scrutiny and Audit (7 actual vs
9.13 entitled)

NY Independents are under-represented by 1 seat on Ordinary Committees (4 actual vs 5
entitled)

County Councillor Mike Jordan is over-represented by 1 seat on Scrutiny and Audit (1
actual vs 0 entitled) and over-represented by 1 seat on Ordinary Committees (1 actual vs
0 entitled).

The complete calculation is attached in Appendix 1.

5.2 It is expected, although not required, that every County Councillor has a place on

eith

53 Dur

er an overview and scrutiny committee or on the Audit Committee.

ing the period of this Council it has been the practice to allocate 1 seat on

Scrutiny and Audit committees and 1 seat on Ordinary Committees to each of the

una

ffiliated Independents.

6.0 Recommendation to Council
The following changes are recommended:

Scrutiny and Audit

Ord

County Councillor Mike Jordan to continue to have a seat on the Corporate and
Partnerships Overview and Scrutiny Committee but as a member of the NY
Independents group

Conservative County Councillor Stuart Martin MBE to give up his seat on the Care
and Independence Overview and Scrutiny Committee

NY Independents County Councillor Andrew Backhouse to take up the vacant seat
on the Care and Independence Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

inary Committee

County Councillor Mike Jordan to continue to have a seat on the Planning and
Regulatory Functions Committee but as a member of the NY Independents group.

Barry Khan

Assistant Chief Executive (Legal and Democratic Services)

County Hal

Northallerton
DH — 14 February 2020.



APPENDIX 1

Political Balance Calculation

Conservative MY Independent Labour Liberal Drermocrat | Independent RH | Independant AS | Independent M) | Independent Al
SEATS [PROP (ACT |DIFF |PROP |ACT |DIFF [PROP |ACT |DIFF |PROP |ACT |DIFF (PROP JACT |DIFF (PROP |ACT DIFF |PROP [ACT [DIFF |PROP [ACT |DIFF
Care and Independence 13| @a3s gl o.3g] 1683 1l ob3y o7z 1| o.28] o072 1| 0.28) o0al o| -o.ad n:mB| o| -oa8| ouoo o| o.oo n.:E‘ 1| ofz
Children and Young People 13| g3s| o] o6l 183 2l o3B o7z 1| o.28] o072 ol -0.72] o048 o| -o.ad n:mB| o| -oa8| ouoo o| oc.oo] o8 o| -o.18
Corporate and Partnerships 13| g93g| 0| oba] 163 o 163 o7z 1| oz8| o7 1| o0.28) oalB o| -o.a8 u.:LB| o| -018| oo ﬂ.m o.18 o| -o.a8
Scrutiny of Health 13| 93g| 0| o] 183 1| oby o7z 1| o.z8 o7z o| -0.72| o048 o| -o.a8 u.nﬂ| 1| oBz| o.oo o| oc.oo| o048 o| -o.a8
Transport, Economy & Environment 13| 93 gl o.am| 1683 2| o3B o7z o| -o72| o7z 1| 0.28) o0aB 1| o8z2| o.a8 o| -018| oo o| oc.oo| o048 o| -o.a8
Audit 3| 578 B o2z 100 1| oD 044 o| -osg| o.48 1| ogh| oo o -011| o043 o| -o0.11| oo o| coo| o3 o| -oaz
TOTALS SCRUTINY 7| 5272 5% g.13 7 406 g -o06| 406 i -o.0B]  1.ma 1| -oo2| 102 1| -oum1| o.oo ﬂ.m 104 1| -o.o1
S — . — -
Chief Officer Appointments and Discip 3 578 | -o78 100 1| ood| 044 1| ogh| o.gg 1| ogh| o1 o 011 o041 o| -0.11| oo o| coo| o3 o -oaz
Employment Appeals Committze 4| =z8g 3| o1 ogo o| -o.go| o022 o| -o.z2| o022 1| o078 o006 o| -oc.o6| oob o| -o.06| oo o| oc.oo| o6 o| -o.06
Pension Fund 4 578 6 o2z 100 1| ood| o4 o| -0y ougg ol o4y oo ol 011 o041 1| oBg| oo o| coo| o3 o -maz
Planning and Regulatory Functions Co 11| 7oO4 7| o4 2138 1| -o.38 o6a 1| o039 o062 ol -o0.61] oug 1| ofg| oag o| -o.15| owoo ﬂ.m 015 o| -ouag
(Transport) Appeals Committes 4| =z8g 3| o1 ogo o| -o.go| o022 o| -o.z2| o022 ol -0.22| 0.6 o| -oc.o6| owob o| -o.06| oo o| oc.oo| o6 1| o.g94g
Standards 5| 362 i o399l o063 1| o3B o028 ol -0.28| o028 ol -0.28) owy| o ooy 0.7 o| -o.o7| ouoo o| oc.oo| ouwg o| -o.oy
TOTALS ORDINARY ol 28.8g( =zB| -08g| s5oo 4 223 2| -o.z2| 222 2| -o.22| ough 1| o4yl o056 1| o4l o.oo 1] o056 1| O.&%
|
TOTAL 13| Ba6x| B2 o3| 14a3] 13 628 6| -o.28| 628 6|-o.28) 157 2| o.g3| 157 2| 0.43| o0.00 ] z.o0 B Ky 2| o.43
Key:

SEATS — the number of seats that are available on each committee

PROP - the proportional allocation of seats based upon the number of County Councillors in different parties, as of today

ACT - the actual number of seats that have been previously allocated, based upon the number of County Councillors in different parties, as of the
previous calculation in November 2019

DIFF — the difference between the currently allocated seats (4 November 2019) and what should be allocated taking into account the changes to Council
membership and the subsequent required proportionality

COLOUR CODE - blue means over represented and red means under-represented

The task is to ensure that the number of seats in the ACT column is the same as the number of seats in the PROP column (taking into account rounding
to whole numbers).





